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Author guidelines for the Virtual Special Issue on ‘The State of Knowledge on 

Social Transformations to Sustainability’ in Current Opinion in Environmental 

Sustainability (COSUST) 

 

The ISC and COSUST are collaborating on this special issue in order to gather the most recent 
knowledge and thinking about social transformations to sustainability in one place and make it more 
visible, intelligible and useful to researchers, practitioners and policy makers.  

The following statement sums up the main objectives of the special issue, but could also be adapted 
to serve as a kind of statement of purpose for each of the papers in the special issue. Before you start 
writing, think about how many of these objectives your paper would contribute to.  

 

Statement of purpose of the special issue 

This special issue on ‘The State of Knowledge on Social Transformations to Sustainability’ gathers 
interpretative reviews of recent literature on the social dimensions of transformations to 
sustainability in order to: 

• Make sense of dispersed knowledge about the social dimensions of ongoing or needed 
transformations to sustainability; 

• Understand the nature, scale, depth and significance of transformations that have taken, 
are taking or need to take place in a given sector/region/area, etc.; 

• Refine and advance our knowledge about social transformation processes and dynamics 
generally (e.g. assess to what extent the knowledge gathered from one sector/region/area 
could be applied to another) and contribute to higher-level knowledge and theory about 
transformations to sustainability; 

• Draw out the practical implications of findings for practice or policy and give insights into 
ways forward (how social transformations to sustainability can be fostered and by whom);  

• Suggest new research directions to advance the field of social transformations to 
sustainability; 

• Advance knowledge about methodological approaches to research on social 
transformations to sustainability, notably inter- and transdisciplinary research.  

 

 

More specific guidance on paper content 

In relation to the dimension of ‘social transformation to sustainability’: 

1. Social transformation should be an explicit and prominent focus and/or framing for the 
review. The review should make reference to the literature on social transformations.  

2. The review papers should fit into one or more of four intersecting categories: 

a. Sectoral: Reviews in this group will focus on social transformation processes in, or in 
relation to, particular sectors (e.g. energy, agriculture, water, education, gender 
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relations, urban design), fully recognising that many transformation processes cut 
across multiple sectors. 

b. Regional/cultural: Reviews in this category will focus on social transformation cases, 
processes or patterns in specific geographic regions or socioeconomic and cultural 
contexts, including critical assessments of their pre-conditions, outcomes, and 
current status (e.g. the Green Revolution in India, urban transformation in Africa); as 
well as diverse experiences in the socio-cultural construction of alternative paths to 
sustainability.   

c. Cross-cutting: These reviews will focus on cross-cutting topics and underlying aspects 
of social transformation processes (e.g. the role of actors, visions, conflict, 
movements or institutions in the transformation process; theories of transformation; 
pathways to transformation; preconditions of transformation; cross-scale 
interactions).  

d. Methodological: These reviews will focus on methodological issues (e.g. co-design 
and co-production, integrated research, dialogue across different types of 
knowledges such as scientific, tacit, traditional, indigenous etc.) in research on social 
transformations to sustainability.  

3. Essential elements of the paper: 

a. A concise articulation of the issue and why it matters. What is its broader or deeper 
significance or importance? Make sure readers understand, for example, how 
widespread or serious the issue is, how widely the knowledge gathered from the 
literature review can be applied, or what contribution the insights from the review 
could make to knowledge about transformations to sustainability.  

b. A picture of the state of knowledge about social transformation to sustainability in 
relation to the issue in question – what is the challenge for social transformation in 
this instance? What do we already know about the need, potential or challenges for 
positive transformation in that area? What do we not know? 

c. An explicit outline of your understanding of transformations to sustainability and the 
goals of transformation. Make sure all core concepts used in the paper are clear or 
well defined. 

d. Insights and implications for research, policy or practice, in 2–4 key messages. What 
direction should research take? What policy approaches might work? What action 
could be taken on the ground? How broadly applicable or generalizable are your 
conclusions/recommendations? 

4. If available, evidence drawn from cross-national or otherwise comparative research can help 
illustrate the wider significance of the issue being discussed and will make for a stronger 
paper. 

 

In relation to COSUST requirements: 

1. COSUST is a review journal. It publishes short reviews of recent research on sustainability 
across disciplinary and regional boundaries, with particular emphasis on those articles 
published in the past two years. The review is intended to be a concise view of the field as it 
is at the moment, rather than a comprehensive overview. In addition to describing recent 
trends, you are encouraged to give your subjective opinion of the topics discussed, although 
you should not concentrate unduly on your own research. Avoid jargon, or if necessary, 
explain it, but do not oversimplify. The reviews should follow the formatting requirements of 
the journal (see below). 
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2. COSUST review papers are approximately 2500–3000 words in length, not including 
references and figure legends [+10% is acceptable]. Lengthier submissions of up to 3500 
words can be submitted on topics that target a broader interdisciplinary audience, but this 
should be discussed with the ISC handling editors in advance. 

3. A review of 2500 words should contain approximately 50 references, the majority dating 
from the past two years. At least 10% of the cited references should be selected and 
annotated as being papers of special interest (•) or of outstanding interest (••). Annotated 
references must be from the past two years, and the annotation should provide a brief 
description of the major findings and the importance of the study.  

4. Consider including visual materials as they can greatly enhance the key take-aways of the 
review. The review may include a maximum of 4 additional elements (figures, boxes, tables), 
and should include at least one figure to summarize the main concepts discussed. 

5. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: All authors must disclose any financial and personal 
relationships with other people or organizations that could inappropriately influence (bias) 
their work. A summary declaration of interest statement is needed in the manuscript file. If 
there are no interests to declare then please state this: 'Declaration of interest: none'. This 
summary statement will be ultimately published if the article is accepted. If there are 
detailed disclosures, they must be included as part of a separate Declaration of Interest form, 
which forms part of the journal's official records. It is important for potential interests to be 
declared in both places and that the information matches. 

 

Please read COSUST’s full ‘Guide for Authors’ before drafting your paper, at 
http://www.elsevier.com/journals/current-opinion-in-environmental-sustainability/1877-
3435/guide-for-authors. 

 

Submission and review process 

Once the topic and title have been agreed on, you will receive an invitation to submit your paper on 
the journal website at https://www.editorialmanager.com/cosust. Make sure you retain your 
username and login information in a secure place.  

The handling editors for the reviews will be the Transformations to Sustainability (T2S) programme 
team at the ISC: 

• Sarah Moore 

• Susi Moser 

Each paper will go through external peer review; you should expect at least two external reviews. 
The handling editors at the ISC together with the Editor-in-Chief of the journal will adjudicate as 
necessary if reviewer feedback is contradictory and assist authors with clear guidance.  

Papers will be published as articles in press on ScienceDirect as soon as accepted and author-
proofed, and thus fully citable. They will also be tagged as belonging to the Virtual Special Issue 
which is available on ScienceDirect: https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/current-opinion-in-
environmental-sustainability/special-issue/106P0H90NTF  

 

Contacts 

Sarah Moore is your first point of contact for questions, at sarah.moore@council.science.   
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